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Amazing Assemblies 

 

We are absolutely thrilled that we have been able to welcome visitors to our 

Wednesday assemblies to share information about their occupations. We 

want to demonstrate to the children the rich and varied careers that are 

available and provide them brief flavours to whet their future appetites! 

Huge thanks go to the visitors we have welcomed so far: 

 

Mr Norman spoke about his role as a helicopter pilot 

Mr McQueer spoke about his role as an actor 

Mr Riley-Allsopp spoke about his role as a Navy chef 

Dr McCamphill–Rose spoke about her role as a doctor 

 

Many thanks again to our volunteers.  We have many more lined up and I 

will look forward to sharing those with you in our next newsletter.  If you 

have not yet volunteered and would be willing to help, please contact the 

school office.   

 

Walking Bus 

 

After lots of planning, our Walking Bus is now up and running.  We are  

really pleased that so many parents are using it and we have had an  

increase in attendance as a consequence.  This is great news and we are 

delighted that it is supporting our parents.   

 

Improvement Advisor 

 

We enjoyed welcoming Mr Gary Margerison into school for his first visit in 

his new role as our School Improvement Advisor this week.  He will be  

visiting us each term to provide support and monitor our progress as the 

school year progresses. We enjoyed sharing our school improvement 

agenda with him and were delighted that he acknowledged the good work 

and team spirit across the school.  We look forward to welcoming him back 

to school in June. 

 

Bikes in School 

 

We are pleased that some of our pupils and adults who work in school are 

able to cycle to school. Please can we ask all parents to remind all pupils 

about the importance of storing bikes safely upon arrival at school. We have 

had an incident this week where an adult bike was pushed to one side to 

make way for a child’s bike/scooter and this resulted in damage to the bike. 

Your support with this would be much appreciated.   

 

 

Road Safety 

 

As I previously reported, we have ordered florescent waistcoats for all our 

pupils to wear to school to support road safety. I am pleased to report that 

these have now arrived and each child will be issued with a waistcoat next 

week. We will speak to the children about the importance of wearing them 

every day. Please help us to keep all pupils safe by ensuring that your child 

wears their waistcoat every day. 

 

World Book Day 

 

We are sending out the World Book tokens this week to enable you to use 

your token to claim your free book.  We are looking forward to celebrating 

World Book Day in school on 5th March.  We are adopting their theme of 

‘Share a Story’. We would like to invite parents into school to come and 

share their favourite books with our classes and to read with the children.  If 

you are able to join us, please let the office know.  We would also like to 

invite all parents to join our assembly in the afternoon as each class will 

share some of their favourite stories. The assembly will start at 1430 and 

we hope you are able to join us. We plan to dress up during the day as our 

favourite story characters and if you are able to join us, please free to dress 

up too! 

 

Rebecca Robinson 

Headteacher 



 

Parent Views 

 

I am absolutely delighted that so many of our parents are engaging with 

school and sharing their views either through our regular Parent Brews or via 

our Parent Suggestion Box which is located in the school entrance. Since my 

last report on parent views, we have received 5 completed Parent Comment 

Forms and held two Parent Brews.   

 

Parent Comment Forms 

 

• We received a request to consider including FS1 pupils in our Friday 

assemblies if they are attending with their parents.  It was suggested 

that they sit with the children instead of with their parents at the back of 

the hall.  This is a fantastic idea and one which has been in place for 2 

weeks now.  Please encourage your FS1 child to join in our assemblies 

with Alpha Romeo if they feel confident enough to join us. 

 

• We received two requests to ensure that the school has sufficient  

          shading as we approach the summer months.  We currently do not  

         have sufficient shading in all areas of our outdoor provision. This is a  

         concern that I have raised with DCYP and I hope to be able to report to 

         you in the near future that there are plans in place to ensure that we  

         have this covered – literally!  

 

• We loved receiving a comment regarding the improved reception area, 

thank you. We are delighted that our new furniture, toys and soft  

         furnishings have been well received.  Any comments on how the area 

         can be further improved will be very welcome. 

 

• We received a comment to express how much the children enjoyed 

meeting Adam McQueer when he came to one of our assemblies to 

talk about life as an actor.  The comment requested some acting  

         classes with the children either during school time or paid for  

         classes after school. I will contact Adam and inform of you his reply in 

         our next newsletter.  

 

Parent Brews 

The first Parent Brew of the year saw some fantastic suggestions regarding 

school lunches and new arrivals.  For us to determine whether there is a 

want and a need for hot school lunch provision, I would like to invite parents 

to attend a meeting on Wednesday 26th February to decide how we should 

gather information, survey all parents and begin to enquire about the  

possibility of hot lunch provision.  We also discussed how useful a leaflet 

about life in Lago Patria would be for our new parents that we could include 

in our welcome pack.   Please come along to a Parent Brew if you are inter-

ested in creating a small committee to begin both of these potentially bril-

liant projects.  

 

Our second Parent Brew saw many items for discussion: 

 

Dates for the diary were discussed and I am happy to report that I can 

share some dates with you: 

SATs Week – Week beginning 11th May 2020 

Sport’s Day – Weather permitting – Friday 5th June 2020 

Parent’s Evenings – Tuesday 25th and Thursday 27th February 2020 

 

We also discussed: 

• Homework - we plan to review the Homework Policy next half term.  

As part of this review we will be sending a questionnaire to all parents 

to seek their views before we make any amendments or changes. 

 

• The Year 4 Times Tables Test. From the 2019/20 academic year  

         onwards, all state-funded maintained schools and academies in  

         England will be required to administer an online multiplication tables 

         check (MTC) to year 4 pupils. The national curriculum specifies that 

         pupils should be taught to recall the multiplication tables up to and  

         including 12 × 12 by the end of year 4. The purpose of the MTC is  

         to determine whether pupils can recall their times tables fluently, 

         which is essential for future success in mathematics. It will help 

         schools to identify pupils who have not yet mastered their times 

         tables, so that additional support can be provided.  We plan to  

         conduct our checks during the same week as the Year 1 Phonics 

         Screening which takes place during the week beginning 8th June.   

         We have now sent out further guidance and information to all Year 4 

         parents. If you would like any further information please don’t hesitate 

         to ask. 



 

• We received positive comments about our new curriculum topics 

across the school and parents reported how exciting the new topics 

were.  They enquired if it would be possible to have more visits into 

school to see what the children have been learning.  Our new  

         curriculum builds in an Express phase to the topic and we will  

          enjoy inviting some parents into classes to see this happening at  

          the end of term. 

 

• The possibility of a residential trip for Lamborghini class was discussed. 

This is something that we are in the process of arranging and will look 

forward to sharing our plans with pupils and parents during the next 

couple of weeks. 

 

Many thanks again for all your suggestions and comments. We acknowledge 

and value of all your comments. Please keep using our suggestions box and 

feel free to join me at a future Parent View.  

 

 

 

December 

Message from the Governor of the 

Month, Lucy Scott. 
 

What a delightful thing it is to be included in so 

many festivities and celebrations. I didn’t really 

know what to expect when I visited the school as 

Governor of the Month in December, but it was a 

month of cheery glitter and I have been looking 

back at some great moments.  

The celebration assembly was my first time for  

witnessing the anticipation of who gets to go to tea 

with Mrs Robinson and it was also a chance to say 

hello and goodbye. Having worked previously with agencies and  

charities that support Service children, I am an advocate of this and of how 

important it is.  

 

The nativity was wonderful – I think my favourite bit was the teamwork 

shown when it was time for baby Jesus to arrive! It has been a little while 

since I have been to a nativity and I had forgotten the heart-warming charm 

that fills the room.  

Next on my list was making fondant decorations with the FoBFS team. I 

don’t think I have ever seen so many snowmen made so expertly in one 

morning! Thank you to the whole team of volunteers as the children clearly 

loved it. I also came to the carols at the end of term and I think my favourite 

was the partridge in the pear tree because of all the spectacular actions!  

I hope 2020 is a great year for you. As the Maths governor, I will be  
interested to see how maths progresses for the rest of the school year  
particularly with White Rose and Rockstars and look forward to visiting again 
soon. Happy New Year and many thanks indeed for the great experiences! 

 

Mrs Lucy Scott  
Co-opted Representative 

 

 

 



 

January 

Message from the Governor of the  

Month, Kelly Richardson. 

 
I would like to thank Mrs Robinson, the staff and 
all the children at BFS for their lovely welcome 
this month; It has been a pleasure to spend time 
with the children in school and I have been 
struck by the general warmth and politeness 
displayed by the children as I have moved 
around the school! My first visit was to their first 
celebration assembly which was very uplifting. 
They were in fine song as the sang Happy  
Birthday in Italian to their friends – a learning 
experience for myself too and the excitement was palpable as they  
discovered who would be lucky enough to receive the coveted invitations to 
tea with Mrs Robinson. 
  
The following week I thoroughly enjoyed Adam McQueer relaying his actor 
experience to the children. Whilst Mrs Robinson conducted the interview, the 
children were on the edge of the seats; he explained how to project your  
voice – demonstrating breathing techniques and talked about the roles he 
has played and the best and worst things about the profession. Eyes wide, 
the children asked some very pertinent questions and were fascinated 
throughout.  Having parents and the wider community into school assembly 
to talk about their jobs and accomplishments is a wonderful experience for 
the children and having a real life actor in proved very exciting.  
  
I’ve been fortunate enough to have tea with Mrs Robinson twice this month, 
the first at the parent brew, this provides an ideal opportunity for parents to 
chat informally with the headteacher and raise issues or ideas – it’s also a 
great way to meet other parents and I would encourage any new parents to 
pop along – she does make a lovely cuppa! I will also  take forward some of 
their ideas with the governors at our next meeting.  
 
As the new lead governor for literacy, I was also very keen to attend the 
phonics workshop, not only did it give an excellent overview of the newly  
introduced ‘Read, Write Inc.’ phonics programme, it also gave parents ideas 
and materials to enhance the learning experience of their children and of 
course we now all understand what our children mean when they say, ‘never 
fred a red’, (for those who were unable to attend, it means do not attempt to 
blend a word on the red list!) 

 

Mrs Robinson’s coveted tea party was absolutely enchanting – I was joined 
by Isla, Ben and Evelyn who were incredibly excited at the prospect. They 
were fabulous company and I felt privileged to witness not only Ben’s first 
cup of tea, but Evelyn’s first ‘adult cup’. Evelyn explained how she had  
received her seat at the table and I was very impressed with all their  
achievements – their ability to eat cake was also very impressive! For those 
who have not received an invitation, remember ‘we can’t all be stars, but we 
can twinkle’. 
 

Kelly Richardson 

Community Governor 

 

 

 



 

Parent Phonics Workshop  

 

A big thank you to all the parents that attended the Phonic Workshop on 

Wednesday; it was great to see so many of you there. An additional thank 

you for all the feedback given, this supports our school development and 

helps us to plan out future workshops and support that you may want and 

need. 

100% of parents found the workshop useful and commented that they now 

have a better and clearer understanding of the reading process and how we 

teach phonics. 

100% of parents found that they now have strategies to further support their 

child’s reading at home, which are consistent with those used in school. 

As a team we definitely agree that a phonics workshop would be great at the 

beginning of the academic year, a great tool to involve parents straight 

away. We are also hoping to arrange a maths workshop for parents, to give 

guidance on strategies used at our school. 

We agree that the phonics reading books that will be sent home, will wear 

and tear over time. However, we are hoping to replenish our book supply as 

soon as possible. In the meantime, please look after them as best you can. 

 

Happy reading everybody! 

 

Thank you again for your continued support, 

 

Mrs Corbett. 
FS & KS1 Phase Leader 
 

 

A Jamaican visitor to Lamborghini 

Class  

 

We have been reading a story called  

‘A thief in the village’ by James Berry 

which is set in Jamaica. This is a story 

about two children who try to solve the 

mystery of who is stealing coconuts from 

their plantation. To understand what life 

is like in Jamaica, we have been  

researching information from a variety of 

sources and making a fact file in the 

style of National Geographic for Kids.  

 

We invited Sgt Dunkely to BFS Naples to talk to Lamborghini about her 

life in Jamaica. This is where she was born and educated. She told us 

about the history, the geography and the weather on the tropical island 

and about some famous characters that played a part in the history of 

Jamaica. She told us what it was like to go to school and some of the 

games they played at break time like: Chinese skip and bounce pan wall 

which is played with rubber bands. She told us that the school day was 

split into two sessions and you either went in the morning or the  

afternoon. She said that some children were not able to complete their 

education because they couldn’t afford it. For this reason, she shared 

this poem with us: 

 

Labour for learning before you grow old because learning is better 

than silver and gold. 

Silver and gold can vanish away but a good education will never 

decay. 

 

We would like to say a big thank you for such an excellent presentation 

and insight into Jamaican life. 

 

By Nicolatae (Ms Dunkley’s daughter) 



 

 

 Alfa Romeo Class  

In Alfa Romeo we have been through enjoying our new topic “Can we read a 
story?” which links to traditional tales. The topic kicked off with puppet show 
which was kindly hosted by Adam McQueer which we watched excitedly as 
we ate some popcorn. This last fortnight we have been studying the book ‘The 
Enormous Turnip’ the children have had the opportunity to plant their own 
seeds, make soup and study the artwork by Giuseppe Arcimboldo. We also 
participated in a push and pull experiment.  



Ferrari Class  

This half term in Ferrari class we are 
thoroughly enjoying our new topic 
‘Towers, Tunnels and Turrets’. The 
children have learnt about the different 
parts of a castle and are enjoying  
playing in our castle role play  
area.  The children have had the  
opportunity to build their own castles 
and towers out of construction  
materials. We have found out facts 
about famous tunnels around the world 
and explored the school grounds  
looking for animal tunnels. In  
English the children have been  
studying the book ‘The Tunnel’ by  
Anthony Browne and we are busy  
writing our own stories about a  
tunnel. Later in the term we are looking 
forward to going on a school trip into 
Naples to learn about the underground 
tunnels which are below the historic 
city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maserati Class  
 

Maserati class have been enjoying some hands-on science  
experiments for our new topic Burps, Bottoms and Bile. We have 
been examining our spat-out, chewed up food to see what effect 
chewing and saliva have on our digestion. Mrs Wilkinson did not  
enjoy this experiment! We have eaten a variety of foods to investigate 
the role of the different types of teeth in the first part of digestion and 
have also made dental imprints in order to view our teeth. This was 
really enjoyable! In another experiment, eggshells were placed in  
different drinks and the effects observed in order to help us decide 
the heathiest drinks for our teeth.  
Maserati are now experts at advising on good dental hygiene so feel 
free to ask them any questions. Making a model of the digestive  
system is our next task and we are looking forward to it.  



 Lamborghini Class  

 

Lamborghini class have had an exciting 
start to our new topic ‘Peasants, Princes 
and Pestilence’.  On the very first morning 
back to school we had the chance to 
meet ‘Pestilence’ – a hooded and shady 
character spoiled with foul-smelling boils 
and revolting sores – and hear her tragic 
tale of death and destruction.  Following 
our first encounter with ‘Pestilence’ we 
have created our own poems personifying 
pestilence as well as discovering more 
about how the Black Death spread and its 
symptoms.  

 In our English work, we have 
been enjoying reading ‘Harry 
Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone’.  We have written our 
own ‘howlers’ and created 
speeches to persuade the  
sorting hat which house we 
should be place in. 

 

Mrs Andrews was pleased to announce the arrival 

of her little baby girl Aurelia Gallo who was born 

on 18 Dec 19 weighing 7lb 5oz. 

We are thrilled and we look forward to meeting 

her soon. 



 

Leaving in the Summer? 

 

Please can you complete the leaver form  

located in Reception and return it to the  

office as soon as possible so that all  

paperwork is ready for collection by your  

leaving date.  Thank you. Dates For Your Diary  

Tuesday 4th February Senior Education Social Worker visiting 

school, Individual parent appointments  

Friday 7th February  1415 Celebrations Assembly 

Friday 14th February 1415 Celebrations Assembly 

Last day of half term 

17th - 21st February Half Term Holiday 

Monday 24th February First day back to school 

Tuesday 25th February Parents evening - appointment details to  

follow. 

Wednesday 26th  

February 

0830 - 0930 Parent Brew with Mrs Robinson 

Focus on hot lunch provision and Life in Lago 

Patria leaflet 

Thursday 27th February Parents evening - appointment details to  

follow. 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day  

11th - 15th May 2020 SATs Week  

Friday 5th June Sport’s Day – Weather permitting  

 

 

Senior Education Social Worker Parent  

Appointments 
 

Kim Harrison, our Senior Education Social Worker will be 

visiting here next week.  As part of her visit, she is offering 

individual parent appointments on Tuesday 4th February. 

Appointments are filling up fast, please contact BFS 

Office on 081 839 55111 if you require an appointment. 

 


