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Headteacher Headlines 

I would like to thank the whole school community for supporting us at school  

during this past week when we had to unexpectedly close the school to comply 

with home nation law regarding schools in Italy. The school closures are to  

support the local infrastructure and health teams as Coronovirus continues to 

spread. We have not had any cases of Coronovirus in school; our closure is a 

preventative measure.  The staff worked together to support the children and 

each other as we made our plans with short notice. Many thanks to our amazing 

staff team and huge thanks to all parents who have been equally supportive. I 

have received many positive comments and queries and I am delighted that  

everyone feels able to contact me with queries and questions. Please continue to 

do so.  I have enjoyed hearing about some of the activities taking place in our 

time of adversity a tea party and erupting volcanoes are definite highlights! 

We have taken several boxes of reading books to the ICT today for you to  

borrow. This will be run on a trust basis. Please simply sign out the books you 

borrow and ensure that you return them when finished. We will replenish the 

stocks during next week if necessary. I will continue to update all parents via 

email next week when we have further news to share.  

s edition, we are delighted to have received so many 

parent comments in our Suggestion Box and have held another successful  

Parent Brew.  In addition to these ongoing methods of communication, we will 

also send out an annual parent questionnaire. We are delighted that many  

parents have already completed them.  The deadline for returns was today but 

due to our closure we will extend it to the 20
th
 March to enable all parents to  

submit them. I will then look forward to sharing the results with you in our next 

d also like to thank Mr Homer who has created an online comment 

sheet, which can be accessed via the school website.  Once completed, return 

your forms in this way. Go into school website, select ‘contact us’ tab, select 

a page will appear with a hyper link, select this which will take 

you to the parent suggestion form.  Once completed select the ‘submit’ button 

and this will sent the form directly to Mrs Robinson. 

We continue to enjoy welcoming visitors to our assemblies to talk about their  
occupations. This is a fantastic opportunity for the children to see the rich and  

 
 

 

 

We had an amazing 14 comment sheets completed since our previous reporting.  

Many thanks to all parents for sharing their thoughts and suggestions with us.  It

a pleasure to report them to you and our response and actions arising:

 
House Names 

We received 3 comments regarding the new names for our houses.  I took the 2 

concerns to the School Council who chose the new names. Following your feedback, 

they decided to choose some new names and ask all pupils for their suggestions. 

This was decided due to the lack of women in the group in addition to the qualities of 

the people chosen. It was decided that they did not represent what we are trying to 

promote at BFS Naples. This prompted an additional concern regarding the 

assumption that a couple of concerns from parents represented the views of the 
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varied jobs that could be available to them when they are older.  Please continue 
to support us by spreading the word around the community and help us to sign up 
more visitors for the future. 
 
 

School Website 

We continue to work hard to improve our school website.  Mr Homer and Mr 

Anderson in his SGC role are redesigning the website to make it more interesting, 

inviting and informative.  We are very grateful to them both for their continued hard 

work. Thanks in advance also to Suzi Kavanagh who is planning to come into 

school to spend the day taking photos of us at work and play to enable us to give 

the website a real flavour of life at BFS Naples. I will continue to give you updates 

with our progress.  

 

Staffing 

The next few months will see many changes in staffing. We will be very sorry to 

say farewell to Mrs Nicola Ward as she leaves us in advance of their move in the 

summer.  She is a valued member of our team and we will be very sad to see her 

leave.  We have already recruited a new FS LSA and will be delighted to welcome 

Mrs Fiona Hilton to our team at the start of next term.

 

Local Schools 

I am very grateful to Mrs Fiona Hilton who has arranged for me to visit the school 

at Gricignano to create some links with them and to obtain information regarding 

the enrolment process that will be helpful to our parents.  I am planning to visit this 

half term and will look forward to reporting back to you when I have been.

 

       Comment Box



Comment Box cont’d 

majority. We can only act upon the comments and suggestions we receive and I 

would like to reassure all parents that all comments are considered in a measured  

manner and that all people involved are consulted and are part of any potential  

changes to policy or practice.  We enjoy receiving all comments as we are a  

reflective team and value the collegiate approach we are beginning to embed across 

I am thrilled to report that following work from the School Council and the House  

Captains and Vice Captains, we now have our new names! They are:  

The children are really enjoying earning house points and collecting the points that 

we now convert into marbles.  10 house points = 1 marble. When the tubs are full, all 

children in the house will receive a treat.  We received a comment that all children 

should have the privilege of collecting the house points and reporting at assembly.  

This is a privilege for the House Captains and Vice Captains. These positions will 

change every year.  We decided to allocate the position of House Captain to Maserati 

Class to enable them to have a more senior position than the children in Lamborghini 

to share the responsibilities across the school. 

We received a comment requesting that all rubbish is left at school and not in lunch 
boxes to return home. We will remind all pupils to put all rubbish in the bin where 
possible.  We encourage all pupils to return any food not eaten to enable parents to 

We received a suggestion to change the start of the school day to combat the road 
safety issues that continue to cause us great concern.  This is a very good idea and 
one which has been raised with the SGC and staff. We are considering a proposed 
new starting time of 08.00. This would enable serving personnel to drop off in the 
morning and be able to access the side gate but more importantly, it would miss the 
busy time when many parents are using the road for the International School.  This 
will have many implications across the whole school and it is something that we are 
currently exploring. If it is a possibility, we will survey all parents for your views and 
opinions. In the meantime please feel free to complete a comment form with any  

We received a concern raising concerns that the mornings feel ‘chaotic’ at drop off 
times.  We enjoy welcoming parents into school at drop off each morning and you are  
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welcome to stay until the bell goes.  However, parents are not obliged to stay in 

school until the bell goes as we always have two members of staff on duty.  We do 

ask that all parents go outside with the children as they are all encouraged to play 

outside before the bell goes.  We would also appreciate that on the rare occasions 

that we have to have an inside play due to adverse weather that all parents drop 

and go as the school hall is very small and we do not have sufficient staff to enable 

us to employ all of our safeguarding procedures. We would also be very grateful 

that if you have a comment or question for our teachers when they collect the 

classes in the morning that you raise this outside the collection time.  Teachers are 

very keen to get their classes into school to start the day. Please feel free to 

mention any comments to myself as I am always on duty, or our office staff if 

necessary.  

 

Progress Information 

We received two comments regarding pupil progress information. Prior to our 

Parent’s Evening we received a concern that we have not provided parents with 

progress information.  We do apologise that this year

been later that usual. We have reviewed many of our progress policies and 

procedures this year and this work needed to be completed before we could host 

the meetings. We are delighted that this has now been completed and we hope all 

parents enjoyed hearing of the good progress our pupils are making. 

 
Two forms stated how pleased parents were following our successful Express 

activities that took place at the end of last half term. We are delighted that they 

were enjoyed so much. We now plan to invite parents to these activities at the end 

of every half term and the dates for the end for the end of this half term are 

included in this edition.   

Shading 

We received 2 more comments regarding our lack of adequate shading outdoors in 

advance of the summer months. This continues to be a concern for us at school. 

The SGC are providing us with practical support and our concerns have been 

raised with DCYP.  I will report back to you in next month

hopefully we shall have some further news.

 

CPR Kit 

Many thanks to the ICF for informing us that there is now a community CPR kit at 

the ICF that we are able to use if necessary.  We will contact the ICF to ensure that 

we know how to access and use the equipment should we need to use it.

 
Improved Reception Area 

Many thanks for the comment complimenting us on our new reception area. It
great to hear positive feedback and that you are enjoying the new furniture and 
toys! 



Parent Brew 

We held a very enjoyable Parent Brew last week with 6 parents. The focus for the 

brew was the potential hot lunch provision and a parent booklet to help parents who 

arrive and need information about the locality.   

All parents present would like us to investigate the possibility of providing hot, local 
lunches. We discussed the practicalities which affect school. We do not not have the 
staffing we would require to help us to support this. We also do not have the facilities 
to enable us to clean any plates and cutlery or the school hall.  I will investigate the 
possibility with command of creating an additional position in school and we will  
liaise with Hello Friends as we know that they successfully provide hot lunches.  
When I have further news, I will enjoy reporting back to you.    

It was felt very strongly among the group that it was not our responsibility to provide 

information about life in Lago Patria as this should be supported by individual  

sponsors upon as part of the arrivals process.  I am planning to create new arrivals 

guide for any new staff that we have arriving in the future and will ensure that I liaise 

with the Hive and ICF to include any relevant information.  The NSE have also sent 

their arrivals information pack to us which will prove very useful.  

During our brew other items were also discussed: 

Summer hours were queried as it appears that the children will not receive their 

full educational entitlement.  I reassured the group that I personally calculated 

the contact hours for all our pupils upon my arrival and all pupils receive their full 

entitlement throughout the year.   The summer hours for our last half term are 

beneficial to all pupils as the heat makes it very challenging to work and play 

and this has worked very successfully over many years.  This will continue in the 

Parents were very positive about the end of term Express activities. I reassure 

them that this will now happen each half term. 

Infections and medical issues.  We received a comment requesting information 

regarding sickness and infection guidelines.  

This information has all been added to this newsletter.  

Many thanks to you all for your comments and attendance at our brews. I am so 

pleased that you are able to engage with school in this way. We value all of your 

please keep up your good work!  

     Carnevale

         Tuesday 25th February 2020

All classes have Italian themes for this half term. We got the new 

half term off to an exciting start by celebrating and learning about 

Carnevale. Children were invited to dress up on Tuesday 25th 

February to celebrate Carnevale. They had the opportunity to wear 

the masks that they had made in school and they tasted some 

delicious traditional cakes.  

 

Carnevale is a Western Christian festive season that occurs before 

liturgical season of Lent. The main events typically occur during 

February or early March, during the period historically known as 

Shrovetide (or Pre-Lent). Carnevale typically involves public 

celebrations including events such as parades, public street parties 

and other entertainments.  



 

Wednesday Assemblies 

The children have really loved having a varied range of people coming 

in to speak to them about all different jobs they do.  We would like to 

continue these assemblies if possible with a focus on jobs/life with the 

Services.  We would be looking for volunteers to talk about their roles 

with the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army or royal Air Force which 

could possibly include Health & Safety at Sea on a Warship, Life in the 

Service, Personnel involved with helicopter maintenance, anyone who 

may have driven a tank or any other unique military vehicle, a member 

of the PT branch or any other job experience that the children would 

find interesting for you to share with them .  Wednesday assembly takes 

place at 1430 until 1500.  We are looking people from the 25th March 

onwards. If you would like to take part then please contact the office. 

 

February 

 

Message from the Governor of the 

Month, Tracy Wagoner.
 

 

 

I would like to pass on my heartfelt thanks to all of the staff at British Forces 
School who have made me feel very welcome during this month.
tunate to be Governor of the Month during a very exciting time where the chil-
dren across the whole school celebrated the end of their learning topics with 
their first Cornerstones Express Sessions.

 

On Tue 11 Feb 20, I joined Ferrari Class with some Castle Building!
for Ferrari was Towers, Turrets and Tunnels.
many parents taking the time to join their children in this activity.
the challenge.  We were to build a castle, but it had to have:

• a lookout tower 

• a drawbridge 

• a secret escape tunnel 

a moat 

How hard can it be?  It was a lot of fun, and as much of a challenge for all the 
parents as well as the students!  There was a lot of boxes, bottles, cutting, stick-
ing, glue, glitter, paint… but the finished results by everyone were outstanding!!

 

On Wed 12 Feb 20, I was invited to Join Lamborghini Class for their Medieval 
Banquet for their Peasants, Princes and Pestilence theme. 
absolutely taken aback by how stunning the table looked; beautifully laid out and 
set up by Mrs Buttler.  This was a lesson with parents as spectators and Mrs 
Page assumed the role of the Queen.  Each student had a role to play in the 
Queen’s Court, and they were individually welcomed.
to all how the Royal Court would have run, the people who may have attended 
and the entertainment they might have had.
was played, and dancing was performed!  
have their feast! 



On Thu 13 Feb 20, it was the turn of Maserati.  This was definitely not the most  
glamourous visit (Burps, Bottoms and Bile), but nonetheless it was a lot of fun!  The  
parents were shown a model constructed by the children to demonstrate how the  
human digestion system works with children taking turns to explain the part they 

Mrs Winter then did a practical demonstration of how digestion works with the use 
of some food, washing up liquid, food dye and some old tights!!  It really did look quite 
disgusting, but the class absolutely loved it!  Parents were then given the opportunity to 
see some work displayed on the walls in the corridors about how sugars can rot 

Lucy Rolston very kindly showed me her work and shared some of her favourite 

The final visit of the week was on Fri 14 Feb.  I was invited to join Alfa Romeo Class for 
Afla Romeo have been reading The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff, so their task was to build a raft.  And this had criteria too just like the  

There were definitely some competitive mums and dads (and grandparents too)  
working very hard on this, and there was also some technical talk about ballast too!  I 
was shown an enormous scrapbook of the children’s work put together by Mrs Warren 
and Mrs Ward which showed clearly how much the children have all enjoyed their work. 

Overall, throughout this week, I had the opportunity to speak to many parents across all 
classes, and the response was overwhelmingly the same.  The Express Activities were 
really well planned and really enjoyed by all the parents.  Two comments were repeated 
a lot; first was that the Express Activities should be done regularly, hopefully at the end 

term and secondly, that since the children are now all dropped off/
picked up in the quadrangle in the mornings/afternoons, parents no longer get an  
opportunity to see the work displayed around the school by the children.  Being invited 
in for activities such as these gave them the opportunity to see the work the children 
have been doing and it was very much appreciated. 

My Final visit of the month was of course to attend the prestigious Tea with the Head 
I was very lucky to enjoy tea with Seren,  

Isabel and Hayden who all happily told me about their amazing achievements and why 
While we didn’t set any new records for the 

amount of tea that was drunk, there was a new record for the number of biscuits/
cookies we consumed, but I am not at liberty to divulge who it was nor how many they 

 Alfa Romeo Class 

Our theme this term in Alfa Romeo is 

To begin our topic we have been reading 
making our own delicious bread. The children have enjoyed shopping in 
our new farm shop role-play area and exploring the sensory and 
therapeutic rice tray. We have lots of exciting things planned for our 
topic, including some special visitors and a first
observing a lifecycle.  
 

 



Ferrari Class  

 This half term in Ferrari class we are learning all about ‘Deadly  

We have also been busy reading and writing 
volcano poetry. The children worked in pairs 
to write their poems. Once the children had 
created their poems they pained the back-
ground and wrote up their poems in their 

Maserati Class 
 

Maserati have enjoyed starting their new topic Rocks, Relics and Rumbles. We 
have loved watching footage of erupting volcanoes and lava flows and this has 
given us lots of inspiration for our poetry. We hope you enjoy reading them at the 
end of our topic. Next week, we are going to learn about the seismic activity here 
in Italy. 

We have been exercising our bodies as well as our minds and everyone is loving 
our circuit sessions on Wednesday afternoons with Mrs White. The great music 
makes us move that little bit more!  

We are very much looking forward to inviting you to see our fabulous work at the 
end of this term. 



Lamborghini Class  

Lamborghini class have had an enjoyable start to our new topic ‘Eating the Seasons 
On our first day back, we began by celebrating the humble lemon.  During 

our research we discovered that in Italy, the significance of lemons is brighter than 
We used some freshly picked lemons to create a  

wonderfully rich and creamy lemon risotto, followed by a sharp and zesty lemon 
We thoroughly enjoyed the whole cooking and eating process, however, the 

t as much fun! 

Shrove Tuesday provided another opportunity for us to use our left-over  
After discovering the origins of Shrove Tuesday and how it is celebrated in 

other countries, we used our cookery skills to whisk up a batch of pancakes and 
topped them with a little sugar and lemon – yummy! 
We are all looking forward to the rest of our topic when we will discover more about 

Finally, we are very excited to announce that we are in the final stages of planning a 
residential visit to Rome during the week beginning 18th May.  We will be staying for 
three nights and visiting some of the breathtaking buildings and wonderful sights on 

 

FoBFS Events for the Spring Term

Friends of British Forces School (FoBFS) are busy organ-
ising lots of fun events for the rest of the Spring Term. We 
were pleased to  
purchase chiacchiere (Carnevale cookies) for the children 
to enjoy. We are looking forward to 
supporting the children with creating their 
Mother’s Day presents, creating 
ICF Easter Party and also hosting an 
Easter Tea for the children just before the end of term. We 
are always looking for ideas and support so please speak 
to Camilla Notley if you would like to be a part of our lovely 
team.  

 
 

Important Notice

School Gate Code Change on Wednesday 11th March.

This will now be delayed until our return to school and 

a new date can be confirmed.  Thank you.



 

Leaving in the Summer? 

We know many families are departing this 

summer and we need you to complete a  

Notification of Leaving form.  This form will 

help us to ensure your child's transition goes 

as smoothly as possible. Please can you 

complete the form which can be 

located in Reception and return to the  

office as soon as possible so that all  

paperwork is ready for collection by your  

leaving date.  Thank you. 

 

 



Dates For Your Diary 

Tuesday 17th March  Parent Brew 0830 

Friday 20th March 1415 -

Sunday 22nd March Mother

Friday 27th March 1400 -

Assembly followed by Ferrari Class 

Cake Sale (Yr 2) 

Sunday 29th March British Summer Time 

Friday 3rd April  Last day of term 

FoBFS Easter Tea Party

11th - 15th May 2020 SAT’s Week 

Friday 5th June Brit Fete

Friday 12th June Sport’

Italian Express Activities

This half term we have been enjoying learning 
all about Italy.  We would love all parents to 

join us in school to share our express activities at the end of the term to 
share our learning with you: 

 

Alpha Romeo – Friday 27th March at 08.45 

Ferrari – Tuesday 31st March at 13.00 –

Maserati – Tuesday 31st March at 14.00 

Lamborghini – Thursday 2nd April at 14.00 

 

We know many of the children were really disappointed at missing the 

opportunity to dress up and celebrate World Book Day, can you please 

assure them that this will still go ahead at a later date that will be set on 

our return to school..  Thank you 


