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Headteacher Update 

Welcome to our first monthly newsletter of 2021.  At the end of every month we will enjoy sharing our school news with you. We 

will also publish a short celebration newsletter in the middle of the month to share our school achievements and to give you any 

pertinent dates for the future. I hope that you enjoy reading about all the fantastic learning that is taking place across the school.   

Baby News! 

What a fantastic way to start our new year!  We were thrilled to hear that Mr and Mrs Corbett welcomed their new baby girl, 

Nixie, at the start of this month.  Mum and baby are well.  They are planning to return to the UK in the next couple of months 

and we wish them all well. 

 

Staffing 

We have a lot of staff changes in school at the moment.  We are in the process of welcoming new teachers and we also hope to 

recruit a new LSA and Admin assistant in the next few weeks.  

 

We have been delighted to welcome Miss Charlotte Coole to Alfa Romeo this week. She has really enjoyed meeting the children 

and the staff team and is already working hard to ensure that we have a smooth transition.  She is looking forward to meeting all 

of our parents and the wider community.  I hope that you enjoy reading a little about her in this month’s newsletter. 

 

We have also enjoyed our contact with Miss Lizzie Grimes who is hoping to join us for Term 3 after Easter.  She is very excited 

about her move here and will be teaching Maserati Class. I will look forward to sharing further information about her in due 

course. 

 

New Governors 

I am delighted that we now have several new governors.  We had our first meeting of the year this month with the newly formed 

committee. I am very excited about the skills and enthusiasm that they all bring.  I hope that you enjoy reading about them and 

their new roles in this month’s newsletter.  

 

SATs 

As many of you will aware, the government have cancelled this year’s SATs for the Year 2 and Year 6 pupils due to Covid-19.  The 

annual phonics screening for the Year 1 pupils and the Multiplication tests for the Year 4 pupils have also been cancelled.   All of 

these tests are the national mandatory testing that school must usually undertake.  I would like to reassure you that we will con-

tinue to implement all of our pupil progress procedures which involve regular assessment checks throughout the year.  

 

As this is such an usual year, we are holding another round of pupil progress meetings next week. We will host an additional vir-

tual parent consultation with you after half term during the week beginning 8th March to share these results with you.  The 

teachers will send you invitations upon our return from half term to ensure that appointments can be arranged at mutually con-

venient times.  

 

Concerns and Confidentiality 

I would like to assure all parents that all of our staff team receive regular confidentiality training.  We do not discuss any of our 

pupils out of school to other parents or members of the wider community.  I would be very grateful if all our parents could help 

us by also applying discretion within our small community and contact the staff team if concerns arise.  Please ensure that you 

contact your class teacher initially and escalate your concern to SLT if you do not receive a resolution.   
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Covid-19 Isolation Update 

I would like to remind all parents of the local rules regarding Covid and the isolation rules that apply when a child has suspected 

symptoms or a confirmed case. For any pupils who has symptoms, current DCYP guidance states: 

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, 
their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’, which sets out that they must self-isolate for at least 
7 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19).  
If your child has symptoms you must keep your child at home and contact the medical centre or doctors immediately.  They will 

advise you regarding the need for a test.  If no test is required then your child must be symptom free for 24 hours before they 

return to school.  The child will receive work to complete at home whilst in isolation.  

 

If your child has a negative test they must continue to isolate for 7 days from the onset of their symptoms.  Some healthcare 

providers may recommend a longer period of time, which you will have to follow.   Your child will receive work from school to 

complete at home whilst in isolation.  

 

If your child tests positive, their school bubble will close for 14 days and the school will be deep cleaned before they return. All of 

the children on the bus which contains the child with the positive Covid-19 test will also have to isolate for 14 days. All children 

will receive learning to complete at home.  

 

Behaviour Policy 

We are currently updating our school Behaviour Policy.  This is going to take us several weeks as we are making quite a few 

changes to the policy.  We are in currently in the process of creating a new set of school rules with the children and we are also 

planning to start introducing Learning Behaviours next half term.  We will also update our school vision and our school motto. 

This will all take a little time as we will be asking for suggestions from the whole school community.  When we have made pro-

gress, I shall look forward to reporting them to you and to sharing the policy upon its completion.  

 

Dogs 

Please can I remind all parents that dogs are not allowed on the school premises.  Please do not bring any dogs on the school  

grounds beyond the top vehicle gate. We have had several incidents of dogs which have been tied up during drop off or pick up 

and they have caused distress to some of our pupils.    Thank you for your help with this matter. 

 

Snacks and Lunches 

We are a nut free school.    Please can you help us by ensuring that all snacks and lunches do not contain any nuts. This includes 

Nutella which several children have been having recently and some snacks which contain nuts. Please check all packaging care-

fully to ensure that all food is nut free.  We also promote healthy eating and would be grateful if all snacks and lunches do not 

contain any sweets or squash/fruit drinks. We encourage all children to drink only water during the school day.  
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School Inset Day 

We have our scheduled school Inset on Monday February 22nd, which is the first day after half term. The staff team and I are 

looking forward to spending some time together on our school improvement agenda as our Inset days this academic year have 

been focussed on our school building issues.  I am thrilled that during this day, a DCYP team are planning to host a writing day for 

the whole school. Please see the flyer in this month’s edition for all details. Please see the poster in this newsletter with further 

details and instructions on how to sign up. Please note the deadline of the 5th February.  

 

School Contact 

Our office now use mobile phones as we do not work from the old school office which contained our landlines.  If you need to 

contact the school please use our two mobile numbers: 

0039 3475103211     

0039 3490 077229 

 

School Uniform 

Please can I remind all parents that we actively encourage all of our pupils to wear school uniform.  We have notice that recently, 

many of our pupils are not wearing school uniform, particularly school sweatshirts.  We have a plentiful supply of pre-loved 

sweatshirts which are available to purchase for €1.  Please help us by ensuring your child wears their uniform to school each day.  

 

We also actively encourage pupils not to wear jewellery. This is mainly on health and safety grounds.  We do however permit 

stud earrings and watches. 

 

Thank you for your help in this matter. We want all of our pupils to wear their school uniforms with pride and be suitably clothed 

for their school day.  
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Alfa Romeo Class 

Alfa Romeo class have thoroughly loved being in their brand-new classroom and exploring the fantastic outside space. They have 

read stories in the library area, experimented with timers and counters in the maths area and had fun in the new role play kitch-

en area. The children have particularly enjoyed using the Smart board to write their stories as well as creating fantastic story 

maps. 

Our topic for this half of term is ‘Why do ladybirds have spots?’  The children have been finding out about minibeasts and their 

habitats and encouraged to ask questions like ‘Why do spiders spin webs?’ 

We have loved reading a range of stories with a minibeast theme.  The children have listened to and discussed the stories, drawn 

and written about their favourite characters or favourite parts of the story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We really enjoyed reading the story Superworm by Julia Donaldson. We wrote about why Superworm was a hero and created 

stories about ‘our superhero’.  We learnt about people who help us in the community and discussed what a hero is. We created 

our own superhero, designed our own masks, made capes and gloves out of a variety of materials. We sang songs about Super-

worm as well as making a superhero dance! We certainly have great poses and moves!     

 

 Last week, we read The Bad-Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle. We discussed what it meant to be ‘bad tempered’ and how this 

would look. The children really enjoyed using mirrors to look at themselves making different facial expressions to show how they 

were feeling. They made pictures of ladybirds using different mediums as well as creating their own grumpy animal for their sto-

ry.    

 

We have all been working hard in maths exploring the numbers between 1-20. We are learning how to form the numbers accu-

rately and explore them in the environment.  In phonics, we have been continuing to learn our letter sounds and practicing how 

to write them.  

We have really enjoyed being with our friends, learning and exploring together in our new learning environment. 

Our Superhero Pose 
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Ferrari Class 

 

 Ferrari class have had a wonderful first half term in their new classroom. They have helped to create and develop the 

fantastic areas in their outdoor space and have thoroughly enjoyed exploring each area and completing challenges set. The Crea-

tion Station and Outdoor Reading Hut have been firm favourites so far and the children have made some wonderful creations 

linked to our exciting topic. 

 

Our class topic this half term has been ‘Rio De Vida’ and the children have been so engaged in the exploration of this, it 

has been wonderful to see. We discussed the Olympics being held in Rio in 2016 and the children produced some wonderful 

writing about their favourite sport, they were stunned when they realised just how many sports make up the Olympic games. So, 

we decided to hold a mini-Olympics during our PE sessions. The children loved having the opportunity to throw a javelin, discus, 

play hockey, cricket and football. We have acted out some legends from Brazil, highlighting that we definitely have some budding 

actors and actresses in Ferrari! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acting out a Brazilian Legend called the Legend of Guarana. 

The children have loved having the opportunity to use the ipads to search for specific information on the inter-

net. They have managed to find capital cities of given countries and also the correct flag for each country. 

We have been busy in maths learning our 2, 5 and 10 times tables, subtracting within 20 and dividing numbers 

as well as consolidating any concepts that the children were finding a challenge from home learning. 

It has been absolutely fantastic to all be back in one classroom and learning together. 
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Maserati Class 

In Maserati, we have embarked on a voyage of discovery through our new topic: The Blue Abyss. We have learned about the 
oceans of the world and the diverse marine life that lives within. Weird sea creatures have fascinated us and we have been learn-
ing about the symbiotic relationships that exist underwater. We have taken a virtual tour of the Mariana trench and cannot quite 
believe how deep it is. Did you know that the Great Barrier Reef in Australia is bigger than Italy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

. 

 

 

In science, we have learned how to group living things, classify verte-
brates and invertebrates and use classification keys. We are discovering 
the impact of environmental change on habitats and how this can cause 
certain animals to face extinction. 

We are captivated by Treasure Island and have enjoyed reading a novel 
as a class. What a bunch of characters they are and we’ve made many 
predictions about what will happen next to poor Jim Hawkins. It was 
great to get into character and write a diary entry about when he was 
hiding in the apple barrel. We have also taken every opportunity to ‘Yo 
Ho Ho’ and we are on a constant look out for black spots! 

 

Division and Multiplication work has helped to blow the cobwebs off 
our Christmas brains! We are starting to understand, and accept, 
that  Mrs Winter may be right about how important it is to know your 

 

We hope that you enjoy a small sample of our work.  

The Blue Abyss has given us many opportunities to display 
our artistic talents and be creative. We studied the work of J 
Vincent Scarpace and tried to create some fish art based on 
his intriguing work. Different sketching and shading tech-
niques that we developed last term were put to good use 
and we have also experimented with pen drawings too.  
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Lamborghini Class 

Roll up, Roll up! Come and hear about the Lamorghnini learning this half term... 

Can you guess what our topic this half term is all about?  The title is Scream Machine; does that give you any more clues?  

Amazingly, our topic this half term is all about fairground rides and theme parks. It’s a Design Technology/ science based project 

but we’ve also tied in our English as well.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the topic, we learnt about the history of fairgrounds and the changes in technology at the time of the Indus-

trial Revolution, which led to machinery being developed.  Did you know that the early fairground rides were actually powered by 

bicycle ‘pedal power’!  

In English, we captured the words and feelings associated with going on fairground rides, and although we were unable to go on a 

class visit to a theme park, we could experience lots of virtual rides online. We used all of the vocabulary to write shape poems 

about a fairground ride.   

As the topic has developed, we have also completed  some practical projects with some help from our parents during the remote 

learning period.  We designed and made log flumes; moving pulleys; lever mechanisms and CAMs.   

 

 

 

Myiesha designed this theme park map using ICT 

Finley making his log flume.  

Eddy made this log flume.  

Hayden and Annabelle made this CAM  

Hayden and Annabelle made this CAM  
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Lamborghini Class 

 

Thankfully, we have been allowed back into school just at the right moment, as with only a few weeks to go until half term, we 

will be now designing and making our own fairground rides in school.  We can’t wait to show you the results.  

However, before we do that, we are having a special themed project week in class where we have been given a loan of 

€5,000,000 to design and build a theme park in Lago Patria! We are going to be planning, budgeting, marketing and calculating 

running costs to see if our parks are profitable.   

Have a look at the photos below of some of the things we have made.  

 

 

 
 

George’s lever mechanism.  

Lois testing centripetal force 

NEW TEACHER 

Miss Charlotte Coole 

 

Good morning!  

 

My name is Miss Coole and I am excited to be joining the team 

here at BFS Naples. I will be teaching the lovely Alfa Romeo class 

and I am looking forward to engaging in lots of interesting and 

exciting learning with each new theme we explore.  

As a creative person, I hope to be able to so some fun arty pro-

jects for the children to enjoy and help them to develop their 

skills in our key learning areas. I am looking forward to meeting 

more of you, when restrictions allow, and becoming part of your 

school community.  
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Stars of the week! 

The following children have really impressed their class teachers over the past 

month. Well done to a Poppy, Albert, Daniel, Ollie, Freyja, Richie, Mario, Annabelle, 

Rayden, Matilda, Evan and Finley, keep up the good work everyone! 
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Over the past month, Sabali, Lucy, Harry, Hayden, Seren, Rosie, 

Gracie and Thomas have Joined Mrs Robinson for tea and cakes 
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 SCHOOL GOVERNORS 

Report by the Chair 

 

 

“As we start a new year I know we are all looking for some indications that the trials of 2020 are behind us. I cannot promise 

you a land of milk and honey, but as your Chair of School Governors I do feel very positive about 2021, and I would like to share 

the reasons why. 

 

Firstly in spite of all the challenges faced over the last year, the Head Teacher retains a first rate team of people charged with 

educating our children. It is very clear to me in all my engagement with the British Forces School that the sense of teamwork, 

belonging and responsibility to each other is what has enabled the school’s leadership, teachers and support staff to weather 

recent storms and emerge in 2021 with a continued passion for educating young minds. A strong and supportive relationship 

with MOD Schools has also emerged, manifest in daily engagement with the challenges faced in infrastructure, approval for 

expenditure significantly over and above that being spent elsewhere in the MOD Schools enterprise and continuity of permis-

sion for additional staff to mitigate the complexities of working on a split site.  

 

Secondly, thanks to the combined efforts of many in our community, military and civilian, exactly the right people in the Minis-

try of Defence are engaged in seeking a solution to the state of our school building. I am confident that before Easter we will 

have a much clearer idea of who will lead and fund the provision of a school building here in Lago Patria. I, the Senior National 

Representative (Colonel Andy Page)  and the Senior British Officer (Major General Deakin) will continue to engage to ensure we 

are at the centre of discussions to determine options and timelines. An enduring solution won’t be delivered quickly, but I am 

entirely confident we’ll see stability in the meantime and will be set on an intractable path towards a longer-term goal. 

 

Finally I sense our COVID environment is proving less restrictive, albeit partially because our ability to work remotely and within 

the restrictions is becoming normalised rather than restrictions being lifted. Combine this with a renewed and reenergised Gov-

ernance Committee and the capacity afforded by the reducing requirement to manage crises, and the SGC finds itself able to 

refocus on those elements of school governance that it is tasked to engage with. In doing so we will seek to communicate pro-

actively with the parent community through inclusions in monthly newsletters and keep you informed of what we are doing, 

but of course we continue to welcome your views and discussion. In this newsletter are brief introductions to the current mem-

bers of the School Governance Committee to help you identify us and engage when you can or need to. I sincerely hope in do-

ing so you’ll share my enthusiasm for what is to come in 2021.” 

Carl Harris - I am the chairperson of the British Forces School Governance Com-
mittee, having served on the committee since mid 2019, initially as the deputy 
chairperson. I have a daughter in the school, currently in Key Stage 1, and my wife, 
Melanie, serves as the secretary of the Friends of BFS. 

In the NATO headquarters I lead a branch of specialists in the Operations Direc-
torate and a small group whose daily focus is supporting one of NATO’s ongoing 
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Allan Stubbs (and Peggy)  - I joined the Royal Air Force as an Air Traffic 
Controller and am now employed at JFC Naples within the Space Oper-
ations Section. During my varied career I have  been responsible for 
training, assurance, compliance and continuous improvement. I am 
looking forward to sharing these skills with the BFS team via the SGC. 
Outside of work, I enjoy exploring the Italian countryside on my bike or 
coast in my kayak.” 

 

 

Adam Seed 

My family and I arrived in July 2020 and I have two daughters, Evie and 

Rosie, at BFS Naples. I have experience from a training establishment, I am 

a qualified teacher and I am passionate about education. As a new SGC 

member, my initial focus is within the Curriculum sub-committee; where I 

hope to support and encourage its development. 

Liz Kendrick—I had been a teacher for 20 years and a Governor for 

more than 10 before I came out to Naples so joining the SGC at BFS 

seemed a positive way of sharing some of my previous experienc-

es.  I am a community governor here although I do have two boys 

who attend the school.  I currently work for an online school with 

over 3500 students, managing the Mathematics team and deliver-

ing lessons to Year 3 all the way through to Year 13 as well as  train-
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My name is Anthony Gregory, and I am 44 years old from Liverpool. I am 

a qualified General Practitioner and have been in the Royal Navy 

since 2003. I initially served in submarines before becoming Principal Medical 

Officer of HMS Ocean, a helicopter carrier. I have also been stationed in Gibral-

tar and Faslane Naval base. I am married to Jen, a teacher and enjoy hill walking 

and cycling. 

My name is Lucie Miller and I am delighted to 

take up the post as a School Governor. As a 

mum of four, two of which attend BFS, I am 

keen to support my school community as best 

as  I can. I have a back ground delivering resili-

ence and wellbeing education into school 

settings and directly to parents. I am also a 

trained children’s mindfulness teacher. My pas-

sion lies in  helping create an environment 

where children’s wellbeing is nurtured, allowing 

them to lay strong foundations on which they 

can build a bright future. I look forward to being 

on hand for you going forward.  

Vicky Roberts was commissioned into the British Army in 1993 after leaving university, and has served in the Royal Engi-
neers since, specialising in the Geographic trade. During this time she has lived in Germany, France, UK, USA and now Italy, 
as well as shorter periods of service in Hong Kong, Norway, Senegal, Guinea Bissau, Madagascar, Bosnia, Kosovo and the 
Falkland Islands. In addition to her undergraduate BSc in Human Biology she has an MSc in Defence Geodetic Information 
and the French equivalent of an MSc in Systems Engineering and Management. She is married with 2 children, one at BFS 
Naples and the other at boarding school in the UK. She is a keen tennis player, rusty French speaker and an enthusiastic 
Christian; in addition to being a School Governor (on the Safeguarding Working Group) she is a churchwarden of Christ 
Church Naples and a trustee of The Cornelius Trust. 

tel:+442003
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My name is Courtney Davies (Belam in work). I was born in Berlin, my dad was in the 
army and so my first primary school was in fact British Forces Naples in 1990. Having 
moved around for a number of years my family settled in Belfast. 

I am a solicitor on the roll of solicitors for England and Wales and joined the RAF Direc-
torate of Legal Service in 2014, I’ve served in Germany, Cyprus, HQ Air Command, RAF 
Coningsby and two operational tours in Qatar. I enjoy walking, skiing, house renova-
tion and good food and wine. 

This is me outside  the BFS Naples 

Sgt Tracy Wagoner (NCO Uniformed Rep) 

I am serving in the RAF (23 years) and I am a parent to 2 children in BFS Naples. I 

have been in Naples since Jul 17, and part of the SGC since Feb 18.  
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Dates for your diary 

Spring Term 2021 

Monday 15th February—Friday 19th February  

Monday 22nd February  

Tuesday 23rd February  

Friday 26th March 

    

Half Term 

Staff Training 

Children back to school 

Last day of Spring Term 

Summer Term 2021 

Monday 12th April 

Friday 3rd May 

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June 

Tuesday 20th July 

 

First Day of Summer Term 

May Day Holiday 

Half Term Holiday 

Last Day of Summer Term 

Online Writing Workshop 

Monday 22nd February  

 

Deadline to reserve your place is the 5th February 


