
Dates For Your Diary  

Friday 29th November 1400 Celebrations Assembly including November  

 birthdays - followed by Year 4 Cake Sale. 

Tuesday 3th December  0830 - 0930 Parent Brew with Mrs Robinson 

Please feel free to come along and have a chat and a 

brew if you have anything you would like to share or dis-

cuss. 

Friday 6th December  1400 Celebrations Assembly, including leavers 

Monday 9th December FS1 routine change to 1145 -  1500 due to Christmas  

Performance rehearsal. 

FS1 children will require a packed lunch (no nuts). 

Children are encouraged to attend these sessions to 

allow all children to be confident in their roles in our na-

tivity. 

December Children visit Santa in his Grotto  

(school reception). 

FS1 routine change to 1145 - 1500 due to Christmas  

Performance rehearsal. 

FS1 children will require a packed lunch (no nuts). 

Children are encouraged to attend these sessions to 

allow all children to be confident in their roles in our na-

tivity. 

Friday 13th December Christmas Nativity Performance FS & KS1 

FS1 routine change to 1115 - 1430 

FS1 children will require a packed lunch (no nuts). 

1330 Christmas nativity performance in hall - All  

parents invited. 

1415 Parent/guest festive refreshments 

1430 End of school as usual. 

Class Christmas parties and party lunch. 

FS1 routine will be 1000 - 1300 

Last day of Autumn term 

1130 KS2 Christmas Carols in the Hall - All parents  

invited 

1200 Finish today for Christmas holidays. 

 Autumn term 2019              Newsletter Date: 29th November 2019

BRITISH FORCES SCHOOL 
NAPLES 

I hope that you all had a super half term break and that you are enjoying 

this half term as we begin to head into the Christmas festivities. We have 

lots planned – please watch out for the key dates in our weekly celebration 

newsletters. This is our first monthly newsletter with all of our school and 

class information. I hope you enjoy reading about all the fantastic things 

that have been happening in school. 

 

 

Headteacher Headlines 
 

Staffing 

We feel very lucky that Mrs Carla Winter has stepped into Maserati Class 

for the remainder of this year as Miss Andrews has now started her 

maternity leave. We recently heard from Miss Andrews who is back in the 

UK preparing for the arrival of her new baby.  She is keeping well and I will 

look forward to sharing more news from her when the baby has arrived.

Mrs Winter has worked exceptionally hard to ensure that the transition was 

seamless and she is already a valued member of our staff team.  

 

We are also delighted to welcome three new supply teachers to our wider 

teaching team. They are: Mrs Helen Hunt, Mrs Sarah Page and Mrs 

Siobhan White. Now that we have this additional capacity Mrs Page will be 

supporting Lamborghini class in the afternoons until the new year to enable 

Mrs Corbett to fulfil her leadership duties.  

 

 

MOD Schools Music Service 

We thoroughly enjoyed having Mr Kille, the head of MOD School Music 

Service in school last week. He worked with all classes several times 

throughout the week and inspired and encouraged in equal measures!  It 

was a real treat to see the children all working together and having the 

opportunity to play our instruments together.  We enjoyed sharing some of 

the work he had done in our Celebration Assembly last Friday.  

 



I am delighted to report that I have now hosted two Parent Brew sessions 

and what a pleasure it has been having the opportunity to listen to what is 

working well and what some parents think could be better. Please feel free 

to join me in the future. See our weekly newsletter for dates and times. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming Rev. Sarah Archer to school for 

two assemblies this half term. She brought a vibrant energy to bring alive 

her assemblies and we are very grateful for her support. We were sorry that 

she had to leave and will look forward to welcoming her replacement upon 

I was thrilled to welcome Mrs Millie Notley into our assembly this Tuesday. 

She volunteered to join us following my request for parents to share  

information about their jobs and careers. She was our very first guest 

speaker and she did a great job. She spoke about her role as a nurse and 

what qualifications she needed to become a nurse, including working very 

hard at school and always trying her best!  She answered some very  

interesting questions by the children and they all enjoyed her visit.   

I am delighted that Mr Norman is able to join us for an assembly in January 
to talk about his job as a helicopter pilot.  We would love many more visitors 
and are interested in all jobs and occupations. If you are able to join us on a 
Wednesday afternoon at 1430 for half an hour we would be very  

Please let the office know and I will contact you to arrange a  

Children in Need 

We had a very enjoyable non-uniform day on Friday 15th November to  

support Children in Need.  Your very generous donations enabled us to 

raise a fantastic €105.  Well done and many thanks to you all for your 

Rebecca Robinson 

 

 

Dear parents and families, 

 

Alfa Romeo class need your help. We are  

asking if any parents/family of our class can  

donate items for a Christmas hamper. We are 

aiming to hold a raffle for the hamper in order to 

provide readily available funds. These funds will 

be used to buy local resources that are easily  

obtained, in order to support with the  

enhancements in our class.  

Hamper items could include: 

Chocolates 

Mince pies 

Sweets 

Wine 

Biscuits 

Cake 

Christmas puddings 

 
All items will be gratefully received. 

Thank you for your continued  

support,  

Foundation Stage Team   



  

KS2 Christmas Carols 

in the Hall 

Wednesday 18th December at 

 

Parents and friends welcome 

School finishes at 1200 for 

the Christmas holidays  

 

BFS Christmas Nativity  

Performance FS & KS1 

Shine Star Shine’ 

 

Friday 13th December at 1330 

 

Followed by light refreshments 

 

Parents and friends welcome 

 

Ticket entry only 

Tickets available from the School  

Office 

 

Parent Views 

 

Since our previous edition I am delighted that we have received another 3 

completed forms: 

 

• We received a request that expressed disappointment that the leavers 

books have been replaced by the framed photos and messages.  I am 

very sorry that some parents are disappointed by this change.  We 

worked together as a staff and thought very carefully about the books 

and an alternative. Creating the book takes many hours and this work 

was completed by our LSAs. As our pupil numbers have recently 

         increased, we found that we were not able to complete the books.

         Our LSAs need to work in the class supporting learning and they were

         having to take time away from the class to complete the books. 

         We felt that the framed photographs and accompanying messages

         from the class would be a valuable memory of a pupil

         The feedback we have received so far has been very positive and we

         will continue to seek your views and review it again at the start of next    

         year.  

 

• We received a request for basic first aid classes and training for the 

children. This is something that had been recently discussed in school 

and we have contacted Mark Harris our DCYP Safety Health 

         Environment advisor and we hope to welcome him to school in the

         new year to work with staff and pupils.  

 

• Our third suggestion was about library books and a request that 

         children have more access to the library at lunchtime and after school.

         Use of the library was raised at our staff meeting this week and we all

         love the idea of opening the library during lunchtimes.  We welcome all

         volunteers to help us to staff this – please contact the office if you are

         able to help us.  This would enable the children to have more access

         to the library in addition to their 30-minute slot each week. Our reading

         scheme books which are separate to library books are changed in the

         classrooms by the teachers to ensure that they match the needs of the

         children. 



I have enjoyed my two Parent Brews. Among the items for discussion were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks again for all your suggestions and comments. We acknowledge 

and value of all your comments. Please keep using our suggestions box and 

feel free to join me at a future Parent View. 

What is working well: 

New parents feel that the school is welcoming and that their  
children settled well and quickly. 
Change of location and new lunch routine is working very well 
and the children are much happier at lunchtime. 
The new morning routine enables the children to start the day in 
a more positive and enjoyable way. 

Concerns/ what could be better: 

Consistency for Strive for 5 and Tables Challenge. This  
highlighted that there was some inconsistency in KS2 regarding 
the way that both of these were managed. The staff have worked 
together and are now following the same routines and  
expectations. 
Some parents were unsure of where to go during whole school 
events and our Meet and Greets for new parents. We will make 
sure that from now on we will always have a member of the  
office staff on hand to direct parents and visitors.  It is a big  
building and I got lost several times when I arrived too! 
We received a request for help with letter formation for our FS 
class.  We plan to hold a parent workshop in the new year to  
inform parents to enable them to reinforce learning at home. 
We received a report that a child was not having sufficient time 
to finish their lunch. It was a good opportunity for me to explain 
that we have robust systems in place to ensure that this does 
not happen.  Every child is encouraged to eat up all of their 
lunch and take home anything that is not eaten to inform  
parents.  If you are worried about your child at lunchtime please 
let us know straight away. 
We received a fantastic suggestion of Skype sessions with new 
schools to aid transition. I think this is a super idea and I invite 
all parents to inform us of the new school details to enable us to 
facilitate this. 
Our morning routines when we have wet weather were raised. It 
is very noisy in the hall and the children don’t have enough 
space to run around. It was suggested that we trial an online  
fitness video to try and bring some order to the morning!  We 
tried this last week and didn’t receive many pupils willing to  
partake. We will try again next time we have to stay indoors! 

Class Christmas Parties and party lunch 

Tuesday 17th December 

 Children may come to school wearing party or casual clothes (no 

       costumes please) 

 Bring a morning snack (FS snack provided as usual)   

 No book bags/bags today please 

Party Lunch  

It is a tradition that all the children share a party food lunch in the hall.  

Parents are asked to kindly donate savoury or sweet party food items 

(see suggestions below) that can be shared amongst all the children 

instead of the usual packed lunch.  

Alfa Romeo and Ferrari: Sweet Party Food (jelly, cakes, biscuits, fruit 

etc.) 

Maserati and Lamborghini: Savoury Party Food (crisps, sausages, 

cheese, sandwiches, crudités and dips etc.) 

 Please remember no foods containing nuts. 

Changes to FS1 sessions  

 

So that our FS1 children do not miss out on all the fun over the 

Christmas period, please note the session changes below:

 

Monday 9th Dec 1145 - 1500 Christmas Performance rehearsal

Wednesday 11th Dec 1145 - 1500 Christmas Performance rehearsal

Friday 13th Dec 1115 - 1430 Christmas Nativity Performance 

(Children will require a packed lunch for the above sessions)

Thursday 17th Dec 1000 - 1300 Christmas Party

 

Christmas Notices 



Dear Parents and children in Maserati Class,   

I just wanted to say a very big 'Thank-you' for the very generous gift 
you gave me at the end of the half term.  

I have already put the gift card to good use and have bought a travel 
cot/playpen for the baby to enjoy.  

Looking forward to seeing you 
all in the spring with the new 

Katherine Andrews 

In Lamborghini class a few weeks ago we wrote Remembrance poems 
as it was almost Remembrance day. My poem was chosen by Lt Col 
Stradins to be emailed to all British military serving personnel and to be 
displayed in the NATO HQ building. Everybody is free to go and look at 
the poem. I am very proud of my poem. By Lewis Oxley 

 
Reflections of a School Governor - November 2019 

My first day as November’s Governor of the month 

and the morning playground was a great place to 

start. Half term holiday over, and back to school 

with a bang! The boundless energy of children  

racing around the playground was palpable. 

Around and around they ran, like mini Olympians; 

laughing, playing and just so joyful at being back 

with all of their friends. 

 

“A great way for them to let off steam  

before we get into learning” the Headteacher  

explained. The bell sounded and lines of pupils 

formed quickly and quietly alongside their class 

teachers. “Good morning Mr Stradins” called a 

neighbour’s child with a wave as her class started  

moving into School. ‘Great game’ thought some 

others; and so the “Good morning Mr Stradins” 

game began, as well drilled classes filed into the 

school and disappeared down the corridor. 

A wonderful moment for an old bloke with a melting heart. 
 
Later that week I enjoyed an exciting FoBFS meeting in the School foyer. A really 
good showing from a group of incredibly enthusiastic parents. This is where all those 
fun events, decorating parties and fund-raising activities start, develop and get 
delivered by our unsung heroes who make up our dear Friends of British School. 
What a great chair we have in Camilla Notley; passionate, affable, a great listener 
and skilled at keeping the meeting on track. Special mention too for Mairi De Landro; 
a long-standing stalwart of FoBFS with great corporate memory and a tremendous 
desire to get involved with anything and everything. Great meeting, great 
commitment, great ideas going forward, and it also appears to be great fun. Thank 
you FoBFS. I will never forget the sparklers and I can’t wait to see the Christmas 
Grotto. 

 
The Remembrance themed assembly was quite something to behold. The children, 

and their teachers, had worked incredibly hard to produce a variety of artwork, 

enacted prose, onomatopoeia and poems; all of which was presented during a very 

moving assembly. The achievements of everyone was praiseworthy and, whilst 

feeling slightly awkward at highlighting a single moment, the heart rendering poem 

by Lewis Oxley drew many deep breaths and the wiping of eyes. I hope everyone 

enjoyed his poem displayed in the JFC Main Building Foyer, and the photograph of 

Lewis with his poem in the Headquarters. Great job everyone! 

 



Next visit; the Headteacher’s office for Parent’s Tea. Great tea, and plenty of it, but 

alas no parents! A slight communications error on this occasion, however, do all go 

along when you get a chance; Mrs Robinson will be delighted to see you and she has 

some great biscuits to share. 12 cups of tea and the review of some new school poli-

cies later, I had a great opportunity to see some teaching in action. Visiting each of 

the classrooms with ongoing Maths lessons at different levels provided a really inter-

esting lens on different teaching methods and progression. Even the early learners 

were having great fun counting spoons full of yoghurt into hungry mouths. I was also 

treated to a terrific dance routine from Myah Ward and Isla Buttler who had put a dis-

play together at home in their Parco and now wanted to share. Another School ‘Wow’ 

moment, when I think of the confidence, skill and innovation these 2 girls produced 

entirely from their own efforts. Parents and teachers be proud. 

Common to all classes I visited was the attentiveness of well-behaved and really fo-
cussed children, all trying their best to touch the ceiling with their fingers in order to 

’s questions. The standard of mental arithmetic for such young 
children was truly impressive. A striking moment for me was the child who did not feel 
well, but who so wanted not to miss what was being taught, he sat quietly  
behind a table to one side; watching, listening and taking it all in. Maths was never 
that good in my day; well done the teacher and well done that determined student. 

A School executive meeting came next. This is a small grouping of 4 comprising the 
Headteacher, Assistant Headteacher, myself as Chair of the School Governance 
Committee (SGC) and Colonel Carl Harris who is the current SGC Deputy Chair and 

will take over as Chair after Christmas leave. Mrs Robinson explained many thoughts 
and ideas, and is clearly a great believer in continuous improvement. She already has 
many ideas to improve teaching and learning, engagement with parents and the over-
all experience of being a student within our School. Exciting times lie ahead. 

In addition to the more serious side of SGC executive matters, we also had the 

chance to look through the fantastic art work that children across the school had sub-

mitted into a competition. As an engineer who thinks in straight lines, I am  

always supremely envious of the artistic talent on display in the School, and also frus-

trated that I never managed to progress beyond stick men. It was almost  

impossible to choose between them, but negotiation eventually enabled us to select 

the winning entries from Kieran De Landro, Ellie Picton and Sophia McGregor. We 

also felt compelled to add a special award for Daniel Blackley’s amazing painting of 

sunshine above a flowery meadow. 

The SGC is no different from any other team; we need to keep up to date and  

refresh our knowledge and skills with training. We were fortunate this month to  

receive some excellent training from Sarah Bailey; the Assistant Chief Education Of-

ficer operating from Cyprus. Sarah explained new structures recently established for 

MOD Schools, and a new policy for School curriculum that provides greater  

freedom to Teachers in their endeavours to improve learning outcomes. There was 

also a new policy for School Governance Committees; nothing amazingly different 

from before but providing a little more guidance on the role of the SGC and the way in 

which business is conducted. 

 Lamborghini Class  

November has been another fun and 

very busy month for Lamborghini 

class. At the beginning of the month, 

we completed our  English poetry 

block by writing Remembrance Day 

poems that we shared in assembly.  

We created a  silhouette background 

on which we presented our finished 

pieces.  They are all now on  

display in the hall.  

 

Mr Kille, our MOD music specialist 

based in Cyprus, came to visit BFS 

for a week.  He taught us a range of 

modern songs that we  

accompanied with the drums and 

ukuleles.  We all had a fabulous 

time.  

 

Key Stage Two have now finished 

our swimming lessons and we were 

presented with our Learn to Swim 

Awards in a special assembly on 

Wednesday.  

 

Our completed Stone Age village is now on display for all to see in the 

reception area, along with our information texts about Skara Brae. We are 

very proud of all of our work.  



Maserati Class  

 
In Maserati class we are learning about the changes that took place from the 
Stone Age to the Bronze Age. We have learnt that Bronze Age people  
discovered new natural fabrics such as wool. They could create clothing and 
soft furnishings from the wool. Last week we explored weaving and made our 
own warp (loom) and weft. We are pleased with the results but it is not as 

I am immensely proud of the SGC we have established here, the way we are 

structured and the division of responsibility into working groups concerned with 

Safeguarding; Maths; English; Communications and the tough one 

Administration Infrastructure and Resources (FAIR). I would encourage anyone who 

can spare some of their time to consider a future role on the committee. Do give it 

careful consideration next time you hear that the SGC has an opportunity to appoint 

new Governors or associate Governors. You too can then raise a smile when the 

children state categorically that you are a member of the ‘School Government

 

The last activity for November, and something I really enjoy, is inviting SGC 

members to my house for a relaxed discussion about formal elements of our 

responsibilities, together with anything that they wish to raise either from their own 

observations or things they have picked up from our community. Wider engagement is 

crucial to creating the right environment within the School. Yes, we have the School 

suggestion box for your thoughts, however, much better than that, we are blessed with 

a Headteacher, and her team, who seek to promote a culture of openness and 

transparency. 

 

The experience of being Governor of the month has reminded me once again that 

every day is a learning day; no matter who you are, where you are or what you 

believed you already knew. My closing thoughts as November’s Governor of the month 

are fourfold. Our children are in very good hands with an inspiring, supportive and very 

determined new Headteacher. Our teachers are doing a great job, enjoying what they 

do and they themselves are always learning new ways of doing things. Our parents are 

incredibly enthusiastic and the level of support they provide to the school is terrific. As 

for our children; well; they are just brilliant and never cease to amaze me with their 

innovative ideas, hidden talents and ability to provide an  

unexpected surprise. 

 

P J Stradins 

Chair of School Governance Committee 

British Forces School Naples 



 Alfa Romeo Class  

 

FS 1 and 2 children enjoyed a trip to the planetarium at Science City Naples. 
We were wowed by the different special effects, lighting and music. We 
learned about the planets, sun and stars. We enjoyed a snack and even got to 

Ferrari Class  

In Ferrari class we have been enjoying our new topic. We have found out 
about Remembrance Day and the Gunpowder Plot. Here are some of our 
sketches of Guy Fawkes.  

 

We had a great time in music week with Mr Kille last week our favourite 

activity was playing the ukuleles.   

 

 

We are really looking forward to Christmas. We have been writing letters to 

Santa Claus and we are working hard practising the Christmas play. We hope 

that you can come and watch our performance. 

 

 


